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subject to change without notice and does not represent a commitment on the part of PhatWare  
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THE ABOVE EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. THIS WARRANTY PROVIDES YOU WITH SPECIFIC 
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General Features  

Overview 

WritePad is a note organizer  for iPhone that utilizes advanced handwriting recognition 
input for the English language as well as iPhone keyboard for text entry,  and includes 
spell checker, context analyzer , and standard editing operations such as copy, cut, 
paste, etc.   WritePadõs primary handwriting recognition -based input method  
integrate s with the text  editor and developed specifically for iPhone and iPod Touch. 
It  recognizes cursive, print , and mixed  handwriting styles. To enter the text you can 
simply write with your finger 1 on the iPhone screen in either landscape or portrait 
mode employing your own handwriting style. It also allows easily switching between 
the handwriti ng recognition and the standard iPhone keyboard.  

In the beginning, the recognition quality may depend on your style and how 
comfortable you feel writing on the iPhone screen with your finger; however the more 
you use it, the better it will become as the software will adapt to your patterns. In 

addition, you can use simpl e finger gestures to select text, cut, copy, paste, insert 
special characters such as space and return, invoke the spell checker for the selected 
word, correct recognized text, and more (see the Using Gestures section below for a 
complete list of gestures).  

The Shorthand  feature offers a quick and simple way to insert often -repeated text 
and performs standard editing commands by writing the Shorthand name and drawing 
a circle around it. You can add new or modif ied Shorthands using the Shorthand 
Editor.  

The Folders  feature allows users to organize documents in the folder hierarchy. The 
Document manager UI allows you to create, rename, rearrange using drag and drop, 
and delete folders and documents.  

The WritePad Twitter clie nt allows users to send Twitter updates directly from 
WritePad. It can also display the Twitter timeline and replies to your updates, making 
it possible to copy, retweet, reply to Twitte r updates, and search Twitter.  

Synchronization with Dropbox and share them with other devices and computers. If 
you donõt have a Dropbox account, just touch the Create New Account button in the 
Dropbox Login window when you synchronize WritePad for the first time.  

With WritePad you can create text documents and store them on your iPhone. The 

built -in HTTP server allows you to exchange documents between iPad and iPhone 
devices connected to the same WiFi network, or to upload documents onto the 

                                         

1 You can get even better results by using a stylus for iPhone or iPod Touch such as 
True Touch Stylus Pen  from hdaccessory.com 
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desktop PC using the Internet browser. You can also send emails directly from 
WritePad and use copy/paste to transfer text between WritePad and other 
applications.  In addition, you can translate your documents to other languages, obtain 
the current location address, create an event,  insert contact information , and export 
to a PDF file, which can be accessed via iTunes.  
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System Requirements 

¶ Apple iPhone or iPod Touch 

¶ Apple iOS 4.2 or later  

Installation  

This section provides instructions on how to install, register, upgrade, and uninstall 
WritePad on your system. Please read these instructions carefully, before installing 
WritePad. 

Installing WritePad  

1. On your iPhone access the Apple iTunes AppStore and select the WritePad 
application.   

2. Touch the BUY button. It will change to the  INSTALL button;  touch it again.  

3. When download begins, iTunes will prompt for your login name and password.  

4. Once installation is complete,  the WritePad icon will be added to your home 
screen. Touch the WritePad icon to start the application.  

Note : Product links on the page will take you directly to product pages on the 
iTunes Apps Store site. iTunes  8.0 or later is required to view product pages .  
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Using Write Pad 

Quick Start Guide 

You can use WritePad in three  basic modes by selecting one of the buttons on the 
right side of the title bar :  

View mode   

 

¶ Use up and down strokes to scroll text up and down . 

¶ You can also tap on underlined phone numbers to dial, URLs to open, and Email 
addresses to send emails. 

Handwriting mode    

 

¶ To position the cursor, touch once at the desired location .  

¶ To enter text, simply write anywhere on the screen: cursive, print, and mixed 
handwriting styles are supported. You can write one or more words per 

recognition session, but always complete the entire word in each session. When 
you stop writing in the Recognition Delay time, handwriting will be converted 
to the digital text, which will appear at the current cursor location. Letters of 
the same word can be written on top of each other. This makes is easier to 
write long words which do not fit on the screen. F or this to work, the Letters  
option must be OFF.  

¶ To adjust recognizer settings, touch the Options  button in the toolbar .  

¶ To scroll up, use a long up stroke (the Scroll Up gesture) .  

¶ To scroll down, use a long down stroke (the Scroll Down gesture) .  

¶ To select a word, double tap on the desired word , tree quick taps will select 
the entire paragraph.  

¶ To use the cut/copy/paste/select commands, touch and hold your finger on the 

screen until the  Edit  menu appears, the n select the command.  

¶ To select text , touch and h old your finger on the screen until the Edit  menu 
appears, then touch the Select  button. The editor will enter the selection 
mode. While in the selection mode, touch at the desired location to begin the 
selection and drag your finger or stylus over the des ired text to select it.  

¶ To perform undo/redo actions shake the device.  
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¶ To delete a character before the current cursor location or a t the  last stroke 
while writing, use a long left gesture (the Backspace gesture) .  

¶ To delete all handwritten text before rec ognition in case of an error, use a 

horizontal left -right gesture (the Backspace gesture) .  

¶ To spellcheck selected words, use a check mark gesture (the Spell Check 
gesture) or touch the Spell Check button in the toolbar.  

¶ To undo last recognition results, us e an up-down gesture (the Undo gesture)  or 

shake the device and select Undo. 

¶ To insert a return character, use a short down -long left gesture (the Return 
gesture).  

¶ To insert a space character, use a short down -long right gesture (the Space 

gesture).  

¶ To select all text in the edit control, use a diagonal gesture from bottom -left 
corner to top -right and back (the Select All gesture)  or touch and hold your 
finger on the screen until the Edit menu appears, then touch the  Select  All  
button.  

¶ To use built -in calculator, write something like "23.4+11.3="... The = symbol at 

the end of the equation is required to invoke the calculator .  

¶ To switch recognition modes touch the Mode button in the toolbar.  

¶ Available modes are:  Mixed, Upper Case characters only, Numbers only 
(including punctuation) , and Internet (no spaces, special internet dictionary) .  

¶ To dial a phone number, double touch the underlined phone number; to open a 

URL, double touch the underlined URL; to send email, double touch the 
underlined email addres ses. 

¶ To insert a Shorthand, write a shorthand name and draw a circle around it.  

Keyboard mode   

 

¶ To position the cursor, touch once at the desired location .  

¶ To enter text use the touch keyboard as in any other iPhone application .  

¶ Multi -word suggestions will appear above the keyboard.  Touch one of the 
suggested words to insert into the document.  

¶ Use up and down strokes to scroll text up and down like in view mode . 

¶ To select a word, double tap on the desired word .  

¶ To use cut, copy, paste, and select comma nds, touch and hold at the starting 
location. When the magnifying glass appears, release your finger for the Edit 
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menu. After the Edit menu appears select the desired command. If you choose 
Select, the editor will enter the selection mode allowing you to touch at the 
start location and drag your finger to the desired end location to select text .  

¶ To enter the selection mode, touch and hold your finger on the screen until the 

Edit menu appears, then touch the  Select  button.  T he editor will enter the 
selecti on mode allowing you to touch and drag your finger over the desired text  
to select it.  

¶ To spell check, selected words, touch the Spell Check button in the toolbar.  

¶ To undo last editing action , shake the device. 

¶ To dial a phone number, double touch the unde rlined phone number; to open a 

URL, double touch the underlined URL; to send email, double touch the 
underlined email addresses.  

Alternatives Window  

The Recognition Alternatives  window automatically appears at the end of the 
recognition session, before the  results are sent to the editor if the Show Alternatives  
option is ON.  

 

If the Show Alternatives  option is OFF, you can bring up the Alternatives window by 

using the Spell Check gesture or the Spell Check button in the toolbar 

after recognition results appear in the editor.  

The window displays multiple alternatives returned by the recognizer and/or spell 

checker for each recognized word. It also contains  and  buttons. Use this 

window if a wrong result returned by the engine for quick corrections; it is very likely 
that the correct word can be found on the alternatives list. Each word can contain up 
to six alternatives plus a blank word represented by <-->. To change the recognition 

result, select the desired alternatives for each word and touch the  button.  To 

cancel the alternatives, touch  anywhere outside the Alternatives window.  
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When you use the Spell Check gesture with a single word selected, the Alternatives  
window will appear populated by words suggested by the spell checker.  

 

If the selected word is not found in the dictionary you will have an option to add it to 

the user dictionary by touching the  button on the right side of the word. If the 

selected word is already in the dictionary it will not appear on the spel l checker list.  

Punctuation keyboard 

When you need to insert a stand -alone punctuation character such as period, comma, 
backslash, etc. you can use the Punctuation Keyboard . To bring up the keyboard, use 

the Keyboard  gesture when nothing is selected in t he editor.   The keyboard 
contains 32 punctuation characters.  

 

This makes it  useful for entering  a period or colon because you cannot begin the 
recognition session with a dot (a single touch). The keyboard automatically disappears 
after you touch the desired key and the selected character is inserted at the current 
cursor location. To dismiss the key board without entering any characters, touch 
anywhere outside the keyboard window.  

Toolbar Buttons 

 

WritePad toolbar buttons from left to right:  
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 Undo - Undoes the last editing actions (up to 20 levels) .  

 Spell Check - If a single word is selected shows alternatives ; otherwise shows 

the last Recognition Alternatives  window. Also applicable in the keyboard mode.   See 
the Alternatives Window  section for more information.  

 Recognition mode  - Toggles recognition mode: mixed, capital 

letters only, numbers only (including punctuation)  and Internet (no spaces). Also 
applicable in the keyboard mode.  

 Opens the Share menu. 

 

Print Document ð To print the current note  to any Apple supported printer.  
Hold your device vertically to print in portrait or horizontally to print in 
landscape. Select the printer to use, the pages to print, and the number of 
copies.  

Export to PDF  ð To send the currently open document to a pdf reader app or 
preview the pdf within PhatPad ( Quick Look ). PhatPad will also sync PDF files 
with Dropbox and iTunes.  

Share via Email  - Sends the content via email (see Emailing a Document 
section).  

Share On Twitter - Sends the current document or selected text to Twitter (up 

to 140 characters).  (See the Using Twitter  section.)  
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Share on Facebook  - Sends the current document or selected text to your 
Facebook account (up to 420 characters). (See the Using Facebook section.)  

Share via WiFi  - If you have two or more iPhones or iPads running the WritePad 
application, you can exchange text documents created with WritePad between 
mobile devices connected to the local WiFi network.  Tapping on this button 
will bring up the list of connected devi ces.  Choose the device that will receive 
the current text document.  

Before you begin, make sure that the device which contains WritePad 
documents you want to access is on, the local WiFi network is available, the 

WritePad  application is running, and the Share My Documents  switch is ON 
(see the Options section).  

NOTE:   If the file with the same name already exists on the remote device, a 
generic name with  export_  prefix  will be used instead the one you've chosen .  

 

 Opens the Tools menu. 

  

Insert Contact  ð To Select a contact from your contact list  and insert it at the 
current cursor position.  

Create Event  ð Sends the content to your Calendar (see  the Creating an Event 
section).  

Get Locati on ðTo select either the street address of your current location or 
another location on the map and insert it at the current cursor position (see 
the Using the Get Location Option  for more information on inserting an 
address).  

Translate  - Translates the note to another language (see the Translating a 
Document section).    

 Options  - Opens the Options  window (see the Options section).  



WritePad 4.6 © PhatWare Corp. Userõs Guide 
  

 Page 13 

Emailing a Document 

To send a Document by Email: 

1. Open the desired Document and touch the Share button  in the toolbar.  

2. Touch the Share via Email  button.  

3. Your email account will open with the title of the document in the Subject line.  

 

4. Enter the addressee(s) by touching the desired field, then either typing or 

touching the  button to retrieve an address from your Contacts.  

5. Touch Send. 

Using Twitter  

1. Open the desired Document and either select the desired text to tweet or  do 
not select an y text to send the entire document.  
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2. Touch the Share button  in the toolbar.  

3. Touch the Share on Twitter  button.  

NOTE:  If the text is over 140 characters, a warning dialog will appear  and the 
message will be truncated.  If your text contains long URL you can shorten 
them by touching within a URL text and holding for the menu. Then selecting 
the Shorten URL command. See the Edit Menu section for more information.  

4. If the Twitter settings are set to not remember your password, you will first be 
prompted for your user name and password.  

NOTE:  When you turn the Remember Password setting to OFF, it will still 
remember the password until you exit the application . 

5. If the Twitter settings are set to Show Prompt, the dialog below will appear.  

 

6. Touch the WritePad note to edit before tweeting .  The red number indicates 
how many characters remain before reaching the 140 character limit.  

7. Touch the button reply to a tweet.  
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8. Touch the button to refresh the current timeline .  

9. Touch the Send button to send the tweet.  

10. To retweet, reply to, or copy the desired tweet, tap it for the popup menu, 

then select the desired command. If you touch 
your own tweet, the menu will contain the Delete  command instead, allowing 
you to delete your old tweets.  

11. To search Twitter , enter the desired text in to the Search Twitter box and touch 
the Search button in the keyboard.  Found tweets, if any, will appear in the list. 

To return back to your timeline, touch the  butt on. 

Using Facebook 

1. Open the desired document and either select the desired text to post, or do not 
select any text in order to post the entire document.  

2. Touch the Share button , then touch the Share on Facebook option.  

NOTE:  If the text is over 420 chara cters, a warning dialog will appear and the 

message will be truncated. If your text contains a long URL, you can shorten it 
by touching within a URL text and holding for the menu. Then select the 
Shorten URL command. See the Edit Menu section for more information.  

3. If this is the first time you are using Facebook with WritePad, or your 
Remember Login  option is set to OFF, the Login dialog will appear.  



WritePad 4.6 © PhatWare Corp. Userõs Guide 
  

 Page 16 

 

4. Enter the information or sign up for a Fa cebook account.  Once logged in for the 
first time, the permission request dialog will appear.  
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5. If agree to the WritePad permissions, touch Allow .  The Publish Story dialog will 
appear. 
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6. Touch Publish  to send the WritePad document to your Facebook page.  

Creating an Event 

To send a document to your Calendar:  

1. Open a document and touch the Tools button .  

2. Touch the Create Event  button.  
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3. Touch the top window to change the event name and add a location of the 
event.  

4. Touch the Starts / Ends window to add the time of the event.  

5. Touch the Repeat window to allow for reoccurring events.  

6. Touch the Alert  window to set an audible tone prior to the event.  

7. Touch the body of the note to edit.  

Using the Get Location  option  

1. Open the desired Document and touch the Tools button   in the toolbar.  

2. Touch the Get Location  button.  

3. A Google map appears showing your current location, once found.  
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4. To move the map, drag your finger on the map.  You can also double tap on the 
map to expand your view.  

5. To save a different location shown on the map, touch and hold your finger  until 
a red arrow appears, then  drag your finger to the area of the map at the 
address you want to save.  

6. Once you have moved the arrow to a chosen location, the arrow will change to 
a red pin.  



WritePad 4.6 © PhatWare Corp. Userõs Guide 
  

 Page 21 

 

7. Tap on Save to insert the current address into the PhatPad.  

Translating a Document 

To translate the current document to another language:  

1. Open a document and touch the Tools button  in the toolbar.   

2. Touch the Translate  button.  
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3. Touch the Translate To  window. The Language view appears. 
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4. Select a language to translate to.  The selected language will now appear in 
the Translate To  window. (The Translate From  window will always show the 
current language).  

5. In the Create  New Document  window, select ON to create a new document 
with the new language.  Select OFF to replace the current note with the new 
language. 

6. Touch the Done button.  

7. The device will contact the translation server.  Once complete, the translated 
document will appear.   

NOTE:  An interne t connection (WiFi or 3G) is required to access the 
translation services.  The Translator uses the Microsoft Bing Translator 
(www.microsofttranslator.com ).  

Edit Menu 

   
No text selected optio ns 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/















































































