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Working with Notes Databases 
PhatNotes supports multiple databases. When you run PhatNotes for the first time it will create a 
default database file called PhatNotes.wnt. The program keeps all note databases in this file. By 
default, it is located in the Documents folder. 

Database Management 
PhatNotes supports the following database management functionality:  

Creating a new notes database 

To create a new notes database, either choose File/Database/Create menu item or click on the 
Add New Database hyperlink in the Shortcut Bar. The Database Properties dialog box will appear. 
Enter the desired database name, icon color, and icon shape and click OK. If a database with the 
same name already exists you will be asked to choose another name. 

If you want to create a new group, click on the Add New Group hyperlink in the Shortcut Bar.  A 
group folder will appear in the All Database pane. The default name is editable.   If you want to 
assign a database to a group, simply drag the database over the group folder. 

Note for Windows Mobile Users:  ActiveSync cannot synchronize empty databases, so when you 
create a new empty database on the desktop PC or a mobile device; it will not synchronize until 
the new database contains at least one note. 
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Compression dialog box. 

Note:  All PhatNotes instances must be closed prior to compressing the database. 

Database Editing Commands 
To create a new note, either select the New Note item from the Edit menu, or use the Ctrl+N 

keyboard shortcut, or click on the New Note icon  in the main toolbar. This will display the Note 
Editor dialog box. Each note can be provided with category, subject, color, and priority. Choose the 
predefined category from the list or enter a new category in the Category field, enter the subject into 
the Subject field and then enter the note text itself. Use the TAB key or Shift+TAB to jump between 
fields. Once you’ve finished editing the note, click on the Save button in the Note Group. See the 
“Working with the Notes Editor” section for more information about editing notes. 

After creating the first note, you can see it appear in the note list in the Main Screen. To edit the note, 
double click on the note entry in the list, or select the desired note in the list using the up or down 
arrow keys and press Enter. 

You may want to create a similar note with some minor modifications. It is easy to do with PhatNotes. 
Select the note you want to create a copy of and choose the Edit/Create Copy menu item. It will 
create a copy of the selected note with the current creation and modification dates. 

It is also possible to transfer the note to other applications such as Microsoft Word. To do so, open the 
note you want to copy to another application and click the Select All button in the Edit Group, then 
click the Copy button. Run Word (or another application) and choose the Edit/Paste menu item. The 
note text will appear in the Word editor.  You can use the Edit/Paste Special command to choose 
whether to paste with the formatting intact (RTF) or as plain text. 

 

Paste Special dialog box. 

You can also use drag and drop to transfer and copy notes (using the Ctrl key) between PhatNotes and 
other applications. 

To delete one or more unwanted notes from the database, select the note(s) you wish to delete and 
choose the Edit/Delete menu item. If you checked the Permanently Delete Notes box in the Options 
dialog box, PhatNotes will ask you to confirm the deletion. This operation cannot be undone! If you did 
not check the Permanently Delete Notes box, the note will be moved to the Deleted Notes section of 
the Shortcut Bar. 

PhatNotes has a very important feature which protects your notes from unauthorized access. When you 
protect a note with a password, PhatNotes will encrypt the note body with a 256-bit encryption 
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Working with the Note Editor 
The note editor is used to create a new note or edit an existing note. To create a new note, simply 

click the New Note button  in the main toolbar or click New Note from the Edit menu. To edit an 
existing note, double click on the desired note in the note list or select the desired note and press 
Enter. The note editor screen will be displayed. 

 
Note editor screen. 

When creating a new note, enter the note’s category (or select category from the list) into the 
Category field, enter note’s subject into the Subject field and enter text into the Note Body field. You 
must enter text into the note body or the subject fields; otherwise a new note cannot be created. If 
the subject field is empty, the first line of text (up to 128 characters) will be automatically copied into 
the subject field when a new note is created. If the note field is empty, the entire subject will be 
copied into the note field when a new note is created. 

The note editor provides standard editor functionality such as Delete, Cut, Copy, and Paste text. It also 
supports drag and drop and basic text formatting features. These commands are applied to the note 
field only. 

• To cut text so you can move it to another location, select the text, then click the Cut button 
on the Edit toolbar group. 
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Context Analyzer dialog box:  Send Email Pane. 

• Enable email address recognition by clicking in the checkbox. 

• Typical email address that contain the @ character and end in “.com” will be recognized.   

• Click on the Email settings button to run the e-mail wizard. See the Sending email 
Messages from PhatNotes section, above. 

• When done, click Next to go to the Custom recognition step. 
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Context Analyzer dialog box:  Custom pane. 

You can also customize the PhatNotes context analyzer by adding regular expression patterns. If you 
click on a word that matches one of the specified regular expression patterns, the corresponding 
command will be executed. 

• Enable text pattern recognition by clicking on the checkbox. 
• Enter a standard regular expression syntax in the Text pattern box. 

• Enter a path to the program file you want to execute when clicking on a word that matches 
the pattern in the Execute command box. 

• Add optional parameters in the Parameters box. 
• Click the Add button to add the text pattern to the list of recognized text patterns. 

• Delete any of the text patterns by selecting them and clicking on the Delete button. 

Spell Checker Interface 

To check spelling 

1. Click on the Check Spelling button from the Spelling toolbar group.  If no spelling errors are 
found “The spell check is complete” message will be displayed. When spell checker finds a 
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possible error, the Check Word window or dialog box will appear (depending on your chosen 
option.  See the Language Options section, below). 

 
Check Word dialog box. 

Note:  The Spelling toolbar group is hidden by default.  To show it, click on the Show Hide 
button in the View Toolbar Group and select Spell Toolbar Group. 

2. Select the correct word from the suggestion list (if any) and click Replace or Replace All to 
correct the error. You also can type in the replacement if no appropriate suggestions are 
found.  

3. Click Ignore or Ignore All to ignore the possible error. 

4. Click Add to Dictionary to add a new word to the user-defined dictionary.  

5. Click Suggest to update the suggestion list  if you selected the Show Check Word window 
option in the Options dialog (see the Language Options section, below). 

Note:  If you get a message stating that the selected dictionary cannot be opened, use the 
spell checker options dialog box to point to the location of the dictionary (see below). 

To change spell checker options 

1. Click on the Check Spelling arrow, then click on the Spelling Options menu. The Spelling 
Options dialog box will appear. 
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Spell Checker Options dialog box: Language sheet.  

Language Options 

1. From the Language tab, select the language. 

2. Click the Configure button to modify the location of the main English and User dictionaries by 
editing the file names in the Main dictionary and User dictionary boxes. To browse the 

location of another dictionary, click on the  button next to the appropriate dictionary. 

3. Click the Edit button to add unique words to your user dictionary. 

4. Check the Show Check Word window to show a dialog box of suggested words instead of a 
pop-up menu. 

 
Spell Checker Options dialog box: Spelling sheet.  
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During the next synchronization session ActiveSync will attempt to delete/rename the corresponding 
database from the mobile device. However, if the deleted (renamed) database is in use on the device, 
ActiveSync/WMDC will fail to delete the old database automatically, leaving an empty database on 
your device. If this situation occurs, you need to delete the old database manually. For more 
information about multiple notes databases, see the Working with Notes Databases section above. 

* When using Windows XP/2003 Server with ActiveSync, PhatNotes will prompt to automatically 
shutdown (restart) ActiveSync if the device is connected and synchronization is active. However, it is 
not possible to programmatically restart WMDC in Windows Vista, therefore you will have to disconnect 
the device manually.  
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Synchronizing PhatNotes with iPhone 
PhatNotes includes the PhatNotes Synchronization Utility which allows users to synchronize notes 
with the PhatNotes application on the iPhone and iPod Touch. 

1. Make sure the desktop PC with PhatNotes and the iPhone are connected to the same network 
subnet (iPhone IP address is displayed below the Data Sync switch in the Main Options View). 

2. Start PhatNotes on the desktop PC, and make sure the PhatNotes Sync Utility is running (observe 
the PhatNotes Sync Utility icon in the Windows Tray Bar ). 

3. Start PhatNotes on the iPhone. In the Main Options view turn the Data Sync switch ON. Make sure 
that the sync server URI appears below this switch. This indicates that the server is functioning 
properly. 

 
      iPhone Data Sync Option. 

4. Once sync is enabled on the device, the PhatNotes Sync Utility should automatically detect the 
PhatNotes Server on the device.  A green check mark will appear on the top of the Sync Utility icon 

 in the Windows Tray bar. If the device is not detected, a small stop sign appears on top of the 
icon . (See the iPhone Synchronization Troubleshooting Guide section of the Appendix if the 
device is not detected.) 

5. Click on the PhatNotes Sync Utility icon and select the Synchronize with PhatNotes on <device 
name> menu item to begin synchronization. 

 
       Sync Utility Menu. 

6. If this is the first time to synchronize, the First Synchronization dialog appears with three 
synchronization options. 
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First Synchronization dialog box. 

• Combine notes on PC and iPhone (Full Sync).  This will add any unique notes from both the 
PC or iPhone and update all other notes with the latest version to both systems. 

• Override notes on iPhone (Export).  This will copy and update all notes from the PC to the 
iPhone, deleting any unique notes on the iPhone. 

• Override notes on PC (Import). This will copy and update all notes from the iPhone to the PC, 
deleting any unique notes on the PC. 

7. If the device is not detected and you were unable to resolve the issue using the Synchronization 
Troubleshooting Guide, you can use the Manual Sync menu command to manually enter the iPhone 
URI. When the Manual Synchronization dialog appears, enter the iPhone URI exactly as it appears 
on the device in the Main Options view (without http://) and press OK. 

 

 Manual Synchronization dialog box. 

Note

8. To modify the synchronization settings, run PhatNotes on the desktop, select the Tools/Options 
menu, then choose the iPhone Sync tab in the Options dialog box. 

: The IP address and the port number of the PhatNotes sync server on the device may 
change each time you restart PhatNotes or reconnect to the network. You must enter the 
correct device URI each time before you use Manual Synchronization.  
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Microsoft IntelliMouse and Keyboard Pro 
Support 
PhatNotes provides support for some special features of the Microsoft IntelliMouse, Internet Keyboard, 
Internet Keyboard Pro, and Natural Keyboard Pro. 

Microsoft IntelliMouse 
1. Use the Scrolling Wheel to scroll the notes list and text in the note editor and preview pane. 

2. Use the Navigation Buttons (not available on all IntelliMouse devices) to navigate notes. 

• If the PhatNotes main window is active, the Navigation Buttons will select the previous 
(back button) or the next (forward button) note in the notes list. 

• If the Note Editor dialog is active, the Navigation Buttons will act as View/Previous 
Note (back button) and View/Next Note (forward button) menu commands. 

Microsoft Internet (Natural) Keyboard Pro 
PhatNotes supports the following Internet navigation buttons: 

1. Back button  

• If the PhatNotes main window is active, this button selects the previous note in the notes list. 

• If the Note Editor dialog is active, it loads the previous note into the editor. 

2. Forward button 

• If the PhatNotes main window is active, this button selects the next note in the notes list. 

• If the Note Editor dialog is active, it loads the next note into the editor. 

3. Stop button 

• If the PhatNotes main window is active, this button closes this dialog box. 

• If the Note Editor dialog is active, it exits the program. 

4. Refresh button 

• Refreshes the notes list in the PhatNotes main window. 

Note:  This functionality requires that Microsoft Internet Keyboard and Microsoft IntelliMouse 
devices are properly installed and configured on your system. It may not be available on 
all supported operating systems. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1. Keyboard Shortcuts 
The following table shows all keyboard shortcuts you can use while working with the PhatNotes main 
screen. 

Main Window Hot Keys 

Keyboard 
Shortcut 

Menu  
Item 

Operation  
Performed 

Ctrl+0 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
Disable 

Disable hierarchical notes organizer 
(default notes view) 

Alt+0 View/Details 
Displays notes in the Notes List View Pane 
showing details such as subject, created 
and modified dates, and category 

Ctrl+1 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
By Creation Date Organizes notes by the Creation Date 

Alt+1 View/Large Icons Displays notes in the Notes List View Pane 
using large icons 

Ctrl+2 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
By Modification Date Organizes notes by the Modification Date 

Alt+2 View/Small Icons Displays notes in the Notes List View Pane 
using small icons 

Ctrl+3 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
By Category Organizes notes by the Category 

Alt+3 View/List Displays notes in the Notes List View Pane 
as a list 

Ctrl+4 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
By Color Organizes notes by the Color 

Ctrl+5 Tools/Organize Notes/ 
By Priority Organizes notes by the Priority 

Ctrl+A  View/Sort Ascending Sets ascending sort order in the header 
selected 

Ctrl+B  View/Sort Descending Sets descending sort order in the header 
selected 
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Keyboard 
Shortcut 

Menu  
Item 

Operation  
Performed 

Ctrl+C  Edit/Copy Copies the selected note to the clipboard  

Ctrl+Alt+C Tools/Organize Notes/ 
Collapse All 

Collapses all notes groups (not available if 
hierarchical notes organizer is disabled) 

Ctrl+D  View/Arrange Notes/ 
by creation date Sorts notes by creation date  

Ctrl+Alt+E Tools/Organize Notes/ 
Expand All 

Expands all notes groups (not available if 
hierarchical notes organizer is disabled) 

Ctrl+F  Edit/Find Finds note  

Ctrl+G  Edit/Create Copy Creates a copy of the selected note  

Ctrl+J  Desktop:   Edit/  
  Find Next Finds next note  

Ctrl+K File/Database/Copy Notes Copies or moves one or more selected 
notes to another database 

Ctrl+M  View/Arrange Notes/ 
by Modification Date Sorts notes by modification date  

Alt+M  File/Send Mail Sends the selected note as an email  

Ctrl+N  Edit/New Note Creates a new note  

Ctrl+O  File/Database/Open Opens a notes database  

Ctrl+Q   Exits the application  
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Keyboard 
Shortcut 

Menu  
Item 

Operation  
Performed 

Ctrl+R Insert/Reminder Displays the reminder dialog box 

Alt+R File/Receive Receives one or more notes from Infrared 
port  

Alt+S File/Send Sends one or more selected notes via 
Infrared port 

Ctrl+S  View/Arrange Notes/ 
by Subject Sorts notes by subject  

Ctrl+T  View/Arrange Notes/ 
by Category Sorts notes by category  

Ctrl+V Edit/Paste Insets the clipboard contents 

Ctrl+X Edit/Cut Removes the selected note and adds it to 
the clipboard 

Ctrl+Z Edit/Undo Undoes the last action 

Shift+F3 Tools/Filter Displays the Filter dialog box 

F1 Help/Help Contents Displays the PhatNotes help contents 

Shift+F1 Help/Context Help Displays help for clicked-on item 

F4 View/Statistics Shows statistics about the selected note 

F5 View/Refresh Reloads the database and refreshes the 
notes list 

Enter  Edit/Edit Note Edits the selected note 

Delete  Edit/Delete Note Deletes the selected note 
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Note Editor Hot Keys 

Keyboard 
Shortcut 

Menu  
Item 

Operation  
Performed 

Ctrl+1   Left-justifies the selected paragraph(s)  

Ctrl+2   Center-justifies the selected paragraph(s)  

Ctrl+3   Right-justifies the selected paragraph(s)  

Ctrl+7 / F7 Spelling/Check Spelling Starts spelling check  

Ctrl+A  Edit/Select All Selects the entire document  

Ctrl+B   Makes the selection bold (toggle)  

Ctrl+C  Edit/Copy Copies selected text to the clipboard  

Ctrl+D  Insert/Date & Time Inserts current date and time  

Ctrl+F  Edit/Find Finds text inside the note's body  

Ctrl+G  Edit/CalliGrapher Runs CalliGrapher  

Ctrl+I   Makes the selection italic (toggle)  

Ctrl+J  Edit/Search/Find Next Finds next text  

Alt+M  File/Send Mail Sends the note as an email  

Ctrl+N File/New Note Creates a new note 

Ctrl+O  File/Import Imports a text file  

Alt+P  Format/Paragraph Formats the current or selected 
paragraph(s)  

Ctrl+P  File/Print Prints the current note  

Ctrl+S  File/Save Saves the current note in the database  
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Keyboard 
Shortcut 

Menu  
Item 

Operation  
Performed 

Ctrl+Shift+S  File/Export Exports the current note as a text file  

Ctrl+T  Format/Tabs Displays Tabs dialog box  

Alt+T  Format/Font Displays Font dialog box  

Ctrl+V  Edit/Paste Inserts the clipboard contents  

Ctrl+U   Formats the selection with the continuous 
underline (toggle)  

Ctrl+Z  Edit/Undo Undoes the last editing action  

Ctrl+X  Edit/Cut Cuts selected text to the clipboard  

View+Right 
Arrow Edit/Next Note Displays the next note 

View+Left 
Arrow Edit/Previous Note Displays the previous note 

F4 View/Statistics Shows statistics about the note 

Escape File/Close Closes the note without saving 

Alt+Enter   Saves modifications and closes note 
editor  
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Appendix 2. WM Synchronization Troubleshooting Guide 
 

Problem Cause Solution 

"Combine/Discard 
required on the 
desktop computer" 
message appears on 
the Pocket PC / 
Smartphone after 
installing PhatNotes. 

Pocket PC / Smartphone is 
connected to the Desktop 
PC using Internet 
connection, which prevents 
Combine/Discard dialog 
box to appear on the 
Desktop PC. 

After installing PhatNotes, you must 
connect for the first time using either 
the USB or Infrared port. ActiveSync will 
display the Combine/Discard dialog box. 
Click the Combine or Discard button and 
synchronize all data. Then you can switch 
back to use the Internet connection. 

After deleting a 
notes database an 
empty databases 
remains on the 
desktop (device). 

ActiveSync failed to delete 
the old database during 
synchronization, because it 
was in use by PhatNotes or 
another program. 

Make sure that the old database is not in 
use then delete it manually. 

After renaming a 
notes database an 
empty database with 
the old name created 
on the desktop 
(device). 

ActiveSync failed to delete 
the old database during 
synchronization, because it 
was in use by PhatNotes or 
another program. 

Make sure that the old database is not in 
use then delete it manually.  

Unable to 
synchronize notes 
after installation. 
Error message saying 
that PhatNotes 
services are not 
installed on the 
desktop PC appears. 

You have an older version 
of ActiveSync and have not 
deleted the 
synchronization profile 
after installing PhatNotes. 

1. Make sure you use the latest version 
of ActiveSync, check for updates on 
Microsoft web site. 

2. Delete the existing synchronization 
profile and create a new one as 
described in the Installation section.  

PhatNotes synchronization 
module is not properly 
installed on your desktop 
PC or mobile device. 

1. Disconnect Pocket PC / Smartphone. 

2. Uninstall PhatNotes from your 
desktop PC. 

3. Reboot Desktop PC. 

4. Install desktop portion of PhatNotes. 

5. Connect your Pocket PC / 
Smartphone. 

Unable to 
synchronize notes 
after installation. 
Error message saying 
that PhatNotes 
services are not 
installed on the 
Pocket PC / 
Smartphone appears. 

Pocket PC / Smartphone 
portion of PhatNotes is not 
installed or not properly 
registered. 

1. Disconnect your Pocket PC / 
Smartphone from the desktop PC, if 
connected. 

2. Uninstall PhatNotes from Pocket PC / 
Smartphone if installed. See 
Removing PhatNotes section. 

3. Connect Pocket PC / Smartphone to 
the desktop PC. 
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Problem Cause Solution 

4. Install the Pocket PC / Smartphone 
portions on PhatNotes by executing 
the installation batch file from Start-
>Programs->PhatNotes Tools ->Install 
PhatNotes on Pocket PC / 
Smartphone. 

5. Reconnect Pocket PC / Smartphone 
for changes to take effect. 
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Appendix 3. iPhone Synchronization Troubleshooting Guide 
 

Problem Cause Solution 

Sync Data switch is 
disabled on the iPhone 

The Wi-Fi network 
connection is not 
functioning properly. 

Ensure that the Wi-Fi connection is enabled 
on your iPhone and that you can access the 
network from your iPhone. 

PhatNotes Sync Utility 
for the iPhone is 
unable to detect any 
devices with the active 
PhatNotes Sync server 

If the solution does not 
work, it indicates a network 
problem between your PC 
and iPhone. Troubleshoot 
your network until you can 
access (ping) the iPhone 
from your desktop PC.  

1. Use the Refresh Service List command 
from the Sync Utility.  

2. If this command does not work, use the 
Manual Sync command from the Sync 
Utility and enter the device URI manually. 

Automatic detection of 
the iPhone/iPod Touch 
is difficult when using 
Windows Virtual 
Machine on MAC. 

Bonjour for Windows has a 
known issue when Windows 
is running as a Virtual 
Machine. 

Device is detected but then the connection 
drops in about 30 seconds: 
1. Use the Refresh Device List command 

from the Sync Utility menu. While the 
device is detected, select the 
Synchronize with <device name> 
command from the menu. Synchronization 
will continue, even after the Bonjour 
connection is dropped. 

2. If you use VMware Fusion 2.0 or Parallels 
4.0 or later later, make sure the type of 
network connection for your Windows VM 
is Bridged. If not, change this setting to 
Bridged and restart the VM. 

3. Use the Manual Sync command and enter 
the device URI manually. 

For additional information about 
troubleshooting Bonjour for Windows, visit 
www.apple.com/support/bonjour. 
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<created$> 

Inserts the note creation date and time. Can be followed by the optional </created$> tag. 

<modified$> 

Inserts the note modification date and time. Can be followed by the optional </modified$> tag. 

<authored$> 

Inserts the note authoring date and time. Can be followed by the optional </authored$> tag. 

<notebody$> 

Inserts the note text. Can be followed by the optional </notebody$> tag. 

Navigation Tags 

Navigation tags are used for cross-references between the generated HTML pages. Navigation tags can 
appear either before the <hpcnote$> tag or after the <hpcnote$> tag.  

<hpc_nextpage$> 

Inserts a reference to the next HTML file that is generated during the same export operation.  

The tag has the following format:  
 <hpc_nextpage$>text</hpc_nextpage$> 

For example: 
 <hpc_nextpage$>Next note</hpc_nextpage$> 

<hpc_prevpage$> 

Inserts a reference to the previous HTML file that is generated during the same export operation.  

The tag has the following format:  
 <hpc_prevpage$>text</hpc_prevpage$> 

For example: 
 <hpc_prevpage $>Previous note</hpc_prevpage$> 

<hpc_tocref$> 

Inserts a reference to the Table of Contents file. You need to use this tag in conjunction with the 
“HPC TOC“ meta tag. 

The tag has the following format:  
 <hpc_tocref$>text</hpc_tocref$> 

For example: 
 <hpc_tocref$>Contents</hpc_tocref$> 


